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ARGUS-CHAMPION

Selectmen seek
more answers
from county

Meet with Gottling
to discuss options

By CAROLYN DUBE
Stafl’ Reporier

SUNAPEE  —  Sunapee
. Selectmen feel the connty I8 vie-
lating the law in refusing 1o pro-
vide them with a detailed explana-
tion of where the town's money is
going when il pays county taxes.
According io Town Manager
Dunna Nashawaty, she was
referred 10 & copy of the county
budgel when she, per the select-
men’s request, asked for informa-
tion on exactly how Sunapeg’s
money was being spent. o
Selectman William Roach said
he felt thal . .
mswer was | think there's going
unacceplable {0 he g ot of changes

as a response . . .
1o a request N t@xation this next

for 2 more legislative session.”

detailed

description. A -

letter from the — William Roach
county o the Sunapee selectman

selecimen
said basically
that it wouldn’t go into more detai]
than it already has, Roach said.
The letier, signed by Counry
Manager-Ed-Gil-de-Rubio; said he
received a letier dated Oct 24
from the selectmen with their
request and he hoped his response
helped answer the lown’s gues-
liong.
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*] would like to begin by stating
my {imm belief that all programs -
and services being provided by
5 Sullivar Cotnty are being done in
| accorddiice “with New Hampshire

law,” hié twrote. R

He said it would be “wasteful to
engage in 3 line-by-line analysis of
the County budget when your con-
cems are, as noled in your letier,
more parlicularized,

“Implicit in the representation
that the “Town of Sunapee has felt
that the authorization granting
authority lo run varions programs
and services is guestionable,’ is
that you have already reviewed the
budget and identified those pro-
grams and services you believe are
'questionable,”” Gil de Rubio
wrole,

He asked Sunapee (o share a list
with the county of the programs
and services they find question-
able to create a starting point for a
discossion between the town and
fim, rather than asking for a blan-
ket review of the enlire budgel.

“I1 would be nice 1o say they
answered all our guestions,”
Selectman Stephen While said,
conceding they had not.

Selectman William Roach said
he was very disappointed in the
lester they recetved back from Gil
de Rubio and he’d like to see how
many people from Sunapee use
facilities like the county jajl and
nursing home versus how much
the town is paying for it,

Sumapec is paying nearly a
auarter of the services in Sullivan
County while it boasts only 8 per-
cent of the population. Roach said
he can be certain 25 percent of the
inmales at the county jail and 25
percent of the residenis at the
county home don’t come from
Sunapee.

"Rbach suggesicd they ask ihe
courity for the figures -of how
many people they have in those
{acilities and what the average
cosl per per-
son s, and
they are
refused
they’ll file a
petition under
ithe right 1o
know law.
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He also
suggested
they ask their
stale  repre-

sentative-elect Sue Gottling, to
bring forward a Legislative
Service Request (LSR) requiring
counties give fiscal reports town
by town,

“We'd like some sort of
accounting of expenditures by
town,” Roach said.

The selecimen also discussed
asking Gottling 10 reun an jlera-
tion of the 2 percent bill 1o Jegisia-
tion.

Nashaway peinted ont that

“because the Lill was' introducesd
into legislation ast yedr, it'would
have 1o be worded differently
because bills are technically sup-
posed 1o skip a year in the legisla-
tion i they fail.

The selectmen voled in a unan-
imons decision 1o ask Gonling (o
bring a bill forward for them
regarding a way 1o equalize the
county tax apportionment. Roach
also made a motion 1o ask

Gottling 10 resubmit the town’s
original 2 percent bill that never
made il to be an SR,

“Our bill ended up on the cui-
ting room floor before it ever got
pul past a researcher,” Nashawaty
said.

] think there’s going o be alol

of changes in iaxation this nex
legislative session,” Roach pre-
dicted.
. The selectmen were scheduled
© 10 mest with Gottling at their
Monday night meeting. Dec. 4, 10
discuss the issue between the
town and county.
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